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It is a beautiful spring day as I write this from the
balcony of my apartment. It is warm and there is not a
cloud in the sky. My condo overlooks a large pink-
blossomed cherry tree, reminding me of Japan. Sakura.

It has been more than half a year since I have
returned to Canada after spending two years in Japan
and a day has not passed that [ have not thought about
my time in Japan. With great affection I remember the
beauty of the country, the art, the architecture and the
wonderful food. Mostly though, I remember the aston-
ishing kindness of the people I met; from people that I
did not know well to those I will always think of as
lifelong friends. I believe the time [ spent in Japan has
made me a more tolerant and considerate person. I find
that I am more patient with others, especially when
driving a car or in a crowded social situation. I even
find myself bowing slightly when meeting or interacting
with people.

Yes, I have become very influenced by Japanese
culture. I have redecorated my home with Japanese art
and simplified my life by getting rid of many unneces-
sary possessions. I believe it is true that "less is more".
I am still studying Japanese and most of the books I
read are by Japanese authors. Almost all of my meals
are Japanese: I'm fortunate that there is a very good
Japanese market in town as well a Japanese restaurant
that might kindly be called "not too bad" if it was in
Niimi.

After returning to Canada it took a while for me to
"reconnect” with Canadian culture. Looking back upon
the two years I spent in Japan, it now seems almost as
if it was just a dream; one that | will always remember
with the greatest affection. I look forward to the day I
can return for a visit.

Terry Patten
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Sidney Mayor, Steve Price and his wife, Fiona, along with six
18, 2015 in Niimi. It was a memorable experience for everyone,

especially as our Niimi hosts ensured that our itinerary from the very
first day of arrival to our farewell at the Niimi Railway Station was
people, industries and scenery. We were greeted everywhere we went
by smiling faces, warm introductions, wonderful food and participated

members of the Sidney Sister Cities Association spent October 13 to
packed with activities and events which showcased Niimi's attractions,

British Columbia visit Niimi in October, 2015

Eight Citizens from Sidney,
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in an amazing variety of Japanese cultural and educational pursuits

SELIEEAEEDBER

B

Robert McLure
8

W
|
" __
oy
N
9
i
=
=
&

during our stay. The SSCA now looks forward to a visit to Sidney by
Niimi citizens, including Mayor Ishigaki who really wants to catch a

salmon!
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I have had the pleasure of taking part in Niimi
College's English Salon for the past two years. These
weekly meetings have been a great way to make friends
in the local community, and to discuss the subtle differ-
ences between Japanese and Western cultures. Class
would usually start with a themed list of vocabulary or
useful phrases, and turn into a loosely structured
discussion in small groups. There was a great mix of
English levels among the participants, which always
kept the discussions exciting and full of discovery. As a
teacher, it was a fun challenge to find a balance
between encouraging everyday conversation and intro-
ducing more complicated grammar points and idioms.
As I leave Japan, I will remember the fun I had and the
friends I made at the English Salon.

Matthew Pike
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