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Hello again, it’s me, Lauren! Next
month, I will have lived in Niimi for a year
and a half. In this year and a half, I’ve had
so many new and amazing experiences,
from teaching classes, to participating in
sports festivals, to making washi paper at
the waterwheel near Kojiro elementary and
exploring both Ikurado and Makido caves!
Niimi has more to offer than most people
realize and I hope to experience all of it!

As it’s starting to get colder, I’ve started
thinking about winter. This winter I hope
we get a lot of snow, because I would like to
try skiing for the first time. We do get snow
in the winter in Kansas, my home state,
but it’s part of a region called the“ Great
Plains”, which means one thing: it is very
flat. We have no mountains in Kansas, so
skiing and snowboarding are pretty much
impossible. Even sledding isn’t very excit-
ing because there aren’t big enough hills
for it. I think when I do try skiing, it will be
scary for me at first, because I'm a little bit
afraid of heights. However, I think it’s im-
portant to face one’s fears and not let them
stop you from trying new things and having
fun!
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