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Hello! I hope you are well and looking after
yourselves. Spring has come, and we have had
beautiful cherry blossoms this year. I had planned
to write about my wedding in Japan; my fiancée
and I had been really looking forward to a sakura
wedding this spring, but given the dark clouds
growing in Japan and the rest of the world, we felt
it incongruous, and perhaps selfish, to hold our
wedding in these circumstances and decided to
postpone it to protect not only ourselves, but our
communities too. Consequently, I consider it
appropriate to write about strength, unity, and
cooperation. I noticed that, after having seen on
the news the devastation the novel coronavirus
has caused around the world, it was often being
viewed as a foreign problem, not a domestic one. I
must admit, that disheartened me. We should not
be looking at this exclusively in terms of countries
or ethnicities, or ‘one country is better than
another’ because of some numbers on a screen
that perhaps you don’t fully comprehend::- This is
a human problem without borders, but it can be
overcome through (international) cooperation and
unity. Throughout history, people have come
together in adversity and been stronger for it.
With that, I urge you all to cooperate with the
experts’ and authorities’ advice, stay alert and
inform yourselves about the situation around you,
and not be complacent about your own or your
community’s safety. Being an unprecedented
situation, the daily mass of information can be
overwhelming, especially when unsure how to
interpret it. Therefore, I enrolled in an online
epidemiology course offered by Johns Hopkins
University, and have been studying throughout
March and April to better understand and
accurately inform others on the developing
situation. Please take care, and let’s stay united.
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