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Hello, again! A year has passed quickly,
and I am now in my second year here in Niimi.
This past year has been challenging, but fun.
Living on my own for the first time has been an
interesting experience. I enjoy the independence
it gives me, but I do miss my family sometimes.
So, I was very happy when my mom visited me
last April and May. She came right as the cherry
blossoms were in full bloom! It was a dream
come true for the both of us to experience that
together. I was delighted to show her around
Niimi and the people she met were all gracious
and kind.

My mom and I also travelled together with
my cousin, Lisbella, who flew to Japan from
Venezuela. The three of us visited Tokyo, Kyoto
and Hiroshima. Lisbella was even able to visit
Niimi for a few days. It was wonderful to explore
famous places around Japan with my mom and
cousin, but also have peaceful days together in
Niimi. My mom always tells me how much she
misses Niimi. She really loved it here and hopes
to visit again!

Over August, I went back home to Georgia
to visit my family. I was finally able to see my
dad and brother after a year away! It was very
nice and relaxing to be home for a few weeks,
but I’ m happy to be back in Niimi. I’ m excited
for fall. I love fall because it has my favorite
holiday: Halloween. I also enjoy the cool air,
calm days, and the trees in various shades of
red, yellow and orange. I especially like the
beautiful yellow leaves of the gingko tree.

I hope everyone has a Happy Halloween and
a good end of year!
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