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Hello! My name is Lauren and I arrived in
Niimi in April. You may have seen me riding my
bike around town, or dancing in the Furusato
Matsuri with some of the other ALTs. I'm an
American from the state of Kansas (like the
Wizard of Oz!). Kansas is in the very middle of
the United States and very far from the ocean,
so I want to go to the beach! Kansas is also very
flat, so I love seeing all the beautiful mountains
in Niimi every day. Kansas City is famous for
barbecue, and is the sister city of Kurashiki.
Because of this sister city relationship, I got to
go to Kurashiki for three weeks when I was in
high school, and then when I was in college I
studied abroad at Okayama University. I love
Okayama Prefecture, and during my time here I
want to explore all of it! During Golden Week I
went to see the wisteria flowers in Wake, and
they were so beautiful. If you have any
recommendations for where I should visit in
Okayama Prefecture, let me know! I especially
can’t wait to see the different seasons in
Okayama, like the trees in the mountains
changing colors in the fall, and being covered in
beautiful snow in the winter! I have only lived in
Niimi for four months so far, but I love it so
much! It’s nice and quiet and everyone in town
is so kind! I look forward to the years I spend
here in Niimi and the friends I make here during
my time as an ALT. If you see me around town,
say hi! I'd love to talk to you!
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