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Hello! This is Matel again! It has been
exactly a year since I came to Niimi. I still HZ_ t
remember being amazed by how close the

mountains are. I still get amazed every time I
look at the mountains, especially at night when all
I see are the silhouettes.

A year in Niimi means [ have experienced all four
seasons. I think Japan’s summer and rainy
seasons are similar to Philippines’ dry and wet
seasons so I wasn’t really surprised. I have also
visited Japan in autumn and spring. However, it
was my very first time to experience winter! |
remember looking at my weather app around
10:30 pm last December 27. It said it was
snowing but I decided not to look outside, for it
will be too dark to see the snow. I wanted my first
look at the snow to be clear and bright. And
finally! The next day, I peeked through my
window and there it was! Soft, white, cotton-like
snow resting on my balcony! I was so excited I
video-called my parents and showed them the
snow. It was such a memorable first snow. I have
been told by everyone that the recent winter was
so much milder compared to the past winters. I
guess I was lucky. I wonder about the next
winter though.

By the way, I decided to go back home to the
Philippines this summer vacation. Can you guess
what I'll be doing? Of course, I will eat all my
favorite fruits: mango, banana, rambutan,
lansones, macopa, mangosteen and atis! I will
also definitely drink fresh coconut juice! How I
wish I could bring them back here. I would like
everyone to try these tropical fruits. Or better yet,
you can just visit Philippines!
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