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Hello! My name is Matel. I came to Japan as
a JET Programme assistant language teacher. I'm
from the Philippines, a country just 4 and 1/2
hours plane ride away from Japan. Aside from the
wonderful beaches and mountains, and the warm
smiles of Filipinos, Philippines prides itself with
delicious and affordable fruits like mango, banana,
papaya, and pineapple. 2 As a fruit-lover, as soon
as I arrived in Okayama, I have already enjoyed
eating the famous fruits of the prefecture, like
pione and peach. Of course, I have also tried
Niimi’s Chiya beef, and it was really delicious!
Though I cannot eat a lot, whenever I go to a new
place, I always try out new food, specifically the
specialty of the place. I believe that the best way
to understand and feel the culture of a place is by
eating what the locals eat.

As weird as this may sound, I don’t have a
particular activity I consider as a “hobby” . 1
usually just stay and relax in my place. But
sometimes, [ also do love trying out and
challenging different things. Although I have been
to Japan many times, this is my first time living
here. I have learned a lot about Japanese culture
through my short travels but living here will give
me a deeper understanding of the Japanese
culture and how Japanese thinks. I would also like
to use this chance to share with others information
about the Filipino culture.

I'm happy that I get to live in Niimi. It
actually reminds me of my hometown in the
Philippines, a place also surrounded by
mountains. I am looking forward to more Niimi
adventures!
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