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After two years in beautiful and
peaceful Niimi, I'm going back to
America and applying for gradu-
ate school. My time here was a
very enlightening experience for
me. | grew up in Los Angeles, one
of 'the biggest and most diverse
cities in the world; obviously,
moving to Niimi was a big

change. One of the most com-
mon skills ALTs learn is adaptabil-
ity; we enter Japan and immerse
ourselves entirely in the country
and culture, both living and

working in a. completely new
environment. | have the wonderful

ALT community and citizens of .

Niimi to thank for helping to make
that change easier for me. Even
though the isolation was difficult
for me at times, | grew proud to
call Niimi my home. Living in a
small town also meant that |
taught at small schools, allowing
me to get to know my students
and coworkers well. I'm Treally
- going to miss them. Thank you,
Niimi. I've enjoyed my stay and.
will never forget my time here.
Thank you!
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Borde
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Sadly, I'm heading back to
my home of Edmonton,

Alberta, Canada. I'm going
back home to teach at a.
junior high or high school.

In junior high school the -

students learn about Japa-
nese history and culture,
so | hope that | can
impress them with  the

‘knewledge | now have. |'ve

gotten. much better at
Japanese since I've come

" here-and-I've learned how

challenging speaking a
second language can be.
I've eaten a lot of different
Japanese foods (and
gained some weight), I've
experienced a lot of tradi-
tional and modern Japa-
nese culture, but .most
importantly, I've learned
how hospitable the people
of “Japan are! I'm really
going to miss.this place
and the incredible “friends
that I've made. | love N||m|
and | love Japan!
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	りぼん_P01
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