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Well, it is nearing two years since | have been in Niimi.

During my time in-Japan | have experienced so many new .

things, 'seen so many beautiful places, learned so much,

and throughout it all | feel very happy to have calledNiimi~
my home. But most of all, | have met so many amazing .

people, both Japanese and foreign, who have offered me
much guidance in bettering myself as a teacher, as a
friend, and as a person. So, first of all, thank you! ©

One of the things which interested me most when coming
to Japan was old Japanese architecture, and | am very
happy to have seen so many interesting and beautiful
traditional Japanese houses, temples and-shrines during
my time here. The beauty of Niimi is that many of these
traditional-style places | have. discovered while exploring
around town are often hidden from sight, tucked away in
little patches of nature. | feel very lucky.and truly happy to
have had the chance to experience.it.

However, one of the most fascinating parts of exploring
Japan has been understanding how different the culture
is, not only in comparison to Canada, but also compared to
how Japanese culture itself is presented in western
media. Experiencing a new culture by immersing yourself in
it can be confusing and stressful, but also very insightful
and rewarding. I'have learned a lot more about myself and

+ about acting mindfully in my every-day interactions. | would

have to ‘'say, though, the most important lesson | have
learned is that, even though we are very different, we are
also very much alike, and | look forward learning more
about those similarities (as'well as the differences) during
.the remainder of my time in Japan.

- ACross
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