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| can't believe it'-has already been almost two years'since |

came to Niimi. Although it is still cold outside in the .

mornings, it definitely feels like springis on its way. In

Canada, we have a tradition, Groundhog day, to predict the~

arrival of spring on February 2. Spring in Niimi is a beautiful

time and also a busy time for many people starting new

_schools and new jobs. While spring is a special season in
Canada too, it is a little different. In Canada, spring is the
season of renewal and rebirth. And my family used to
always plant flowers in our yard during the Victoria Day
long weekend in May. We usually did nat start growing new

plants earlier because it may still be a little cold and even -

snow a little in April. Spring is shorter in_ Canada, but no
less beautiful. At High Park in Toronto, there are many
Japanese cherry trees for people to enjoy. The trees were
a gift from Tokyo and it is a wonderful reminder of
worldwide cooperation and goodwill. Unlike in Niimi, cedar
pollen does not cause many people discomfort from
allergies. It is more common to be allergic to grass and
flower pollen in Canada. So people suffer from allergies,
just of a different variety. All over the world, people are
enjoying spring and | relish the opportunity.to celebrate my
spring once again with the kindness and beauty of Niimi's
people and nature. - i
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