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Hello! I'm Melissa and this is my second year as an ALT!

It's gotten cold enough that I'm starting to want to stay .

under my kotatsu and not come out (there's more snow in

Niimi than in-Vancouver! Yes, Vancouver had the Winter~

Olympics in 2010; no, it didn't snow then either...).

I've been getting used to living in Niimi, though, and last

year | started taking ikebana and koto lessons. They're
both things | don't think | could learn in Canada - we might
have flower arrangement, but | think it's a very different
style that doesn't show off the grace of natural scenery
like ikebana does. So it's always very interesting, and even

though there are a lot of rules to learn, it allows for a lot of -

aesthetic license. I'm not very artistic so it's a nice
challenge! (" -w- " )Learning to play the koto:has been a
lot of fun, too! When | was growing up, the elementary
school | went to didn't teach music, so until now | had no
idea how to read sheet music, or play any instruments, or
even sing (well, | still don't know how to sing but at least |
can play 'Sakura, Sakura' and 'Koujou no Tsuki'). | really like
playing the koto, though! The kinds of sounds the koto
makes are very unusual to me since I'm not at all used to
hearing them, but they're very relaxing to listen to (and
really fun to play). (* “w< *)  But yes! If there's a list of
things | want to take back to Canada, the first thing would
be -aketatsw everything I've learned: from my |kebana and
¢ koto lessons!(C V. *) > :
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