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Hello. My name is Terry Patten and I'm from Sidney, British

Columbia. My interests include sailing, films, reading and ..

Japanese culture. With regard to being an ALT, | consider
myself to be-very fortunate to have beenincluded in the+
program. Unlike most ALTs , who are in their twenties, | am

considerably older and thererfore feel that | have a unique

Opportunity to immerse myself in a culture that | have long

“admired. / .

For many years | worked as a volunteer at the Art Gallery

of Greater Victoria-in British Columbia, which has probably

the best collection of Japanese art in:Canada. As

someone who has long admired Japanese art and culture, | -
look forward to visiting many places in_Japan including

Kyoto-and Nara. Without ‘doubt, | consider this-to be a

great opportunity. | am certainly fortunate to be living.in a _

town as beautiful as Niimi which is a "sister city" of my
home-town of Sidney. | very ‘much enjey writing a blog
about my- stay.in Japan on the Sidney  Sister City

- Association website. :

The students and teachers in Niimi have been exemplary
and have treated me with the greatest respect and
consideration. Since arriving in Japan in late August I've
been studying Japanese. and hope to soon be able to
communicate a little more effectively in the language.’|

have no doubt that the next few-months will be among the.

* most gratifying of my life.
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