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It’s hard to believe that I have been 11v1ng in Japan for

an entire " year -already. But it’s been an amazmg .

adventure so far..One of my goals before coming to

Japan was to learn as much about Japanese culture as”
possible. T think my_favorite way to do that is to go to .

festivals. There are an.incredible amount of festivals in
Japan, and the variety within them is astounding. While
at a festival you get to see special rituals and ceremonies,
get to try the best local foods, and occasionally get to
take part in some once in a lifetime experiences.

I have been to some awesome festivals in my time here.
My first week in Japan I got to attend the Furusato
Matsuri right here in*Niimi, it was'a great welcome to
the city and I got to join in the dancing. I went to the
Koigakubo festival in Tessei, seeing the traditional way
of rice planting was very interesting. I saw the Danjiri
Festival in Kishiwada, it was very exciting to see how
fast they drove the carts. I got to view the Snow Festival
in Sapporo, it was very cold but the sculptures were
fantastic. 'I watched Yabusame in Tsuwano, another
great festival and all of the horses they used were-from
right here in Shingo! But so far the most memorable
festival for me has been the Naked Man Festival in
Okayama. I participated in this festival and had a blast, it
+ was like nothing I had ever done before. .

I am looking forward to going to many more unlque
festivals in the future. So if you have any recommenda-
tions for a must-see festlval please let me know!
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