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Hello again Niimi. Summer has come again and you

know what that means? Summer vacation! Summer -

vacation in Japan is very different from summer

vacation in Canada. First of all,. in Canada summer”

vacation is the same for elementary, junior, and senior
high school. It starts at.the end of June and lasts for two
months. In Canada, the school year ends. in June and
starts in September. That means for two months the
schools -are closed- and students don’t have any
responsibilities. No homework. “No club activities.

Nothing! In Japan students' come to school almost
everyday for club activities. In. Canada we don’t have
club activities during the summer; however, ‘many
students will join clubs or campus outside of school. The
biggest difference between Canada and Japan though is
this is optional. If kids just want to stay home and play
with their friends all day that’s ok! Summer for teachers
is also very different in Canada. Because the school is
closed for two months the teachers also don’t need to go
to work. Many teachers use summer vacation to plan
lessons for the new year, teach special summer classes,
or even work different summer jobs. The best part is
they still ‘get paid during those two months. I'm sure all
my busy co-workers wish they had two months to plan
classes in the summer. Interesting, isn’t it2 Which do you
think is better: Canadian summer vacation or Japanese?
Feel free to ask me, or any ALT, about our cultural
differences: The answers may . surpris€ you! Did you
know some people (not Canadians!) wear their outdoor
.shoes in the house? MIND. BLOWN
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