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{BEGIN DRAMATIC BGM) ”

pe

All good things must come to an end, and for me that means _

leaving Niimi Dai Ichi Chuugakkou and the city of Niimi this
August. Writing a farewell message hkg this makes you want to.;
say something really important-something that comes from the

heart. With this, I have three things to say that are the most -

important things I will ever say to you. The first is to have fun and

_enjoy your lives. The second is‘to never stop learning. The third is

ks

to leave Japan.

Yes, leave Japan. Even.if only for a short while. Experience a
culture different than your own. This may be very obvious, but it
is worth saying: you don’t need English to do this-you need to get
on a plane and fly to another country. Language.is more than just -
a bunch of new words. It contains references and meaning that can
only be fully understood by experiencing the culture from where
it came. If I had a choice between learning another language and

experiencing another culture, I would always choose another

culture. Traveling makes you not enly aware of how other people
in the world are, but opens you up to learning about yourself. It
also improves your ability with other languages, as you realize just
how powerful a feeling it is to say something and be understood by
a native speaker.. I started my travels when I -was 17, and the
experience changes me for the better every time. One of the most
important things I have also learned: to me there is no concept of
foreigner or outsider, there are just people. 2

As farewell messages go, this has been one of the hardest for me.
Not because of the work invelved in creating it, but because this is
a goodbye to you. You have made my 5 years here great, and while

I may not:be with you daily, I w111 still be with you, cheering you -

on.
Thank you and goodbye. . &
{DRAMATIC BGM FADE-OUT)»
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