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Hello Nnrm' How are you?
It's hard to believe that I have been living in Niimi for 10 months!
Time flies by fast! :
I love living in Niimi! My coworkers at Tetta and Shingo Chugakko
have been very welcoming. I also really enjoyed.getting to.know~
all- my-students! I have learned many things and I am having a
great experience! In the past 10 months, I have spent my time
learning kendo and karate. The katas are very hard to memorize.
So far, in karate, I have studied the Shiotsuki, Pinan Nidan, and
Pinan Shodan kata. In kendo, I have learned the Ippon-me, Nihon-
me, and Sanbon-me kata. When I return to America, I intend to
continue my studies with karate and kendo.

Additionally, I have also spent my time traveling throughout
Japan. I finally fulfilled my dream of seeing the amazing snow
sculptures at the Sapporo Snow Festival. I have wanted to go to the
Sapporo Snow Festival ever since I was in high schoeol! Hokkaido
was the coldest place that I've ever been in. Coming from-Los
Angeles where temperatures never fall below 7 °C, I was very
unprepared for the cold. But I'm happy to say: that I survived my
first winter and finally saw snow for the first time! Besides
Hokkaido, I also had the opportunity to travel to Osaka, Tokyo,
Kyoto, Kobe, and Shikoku.

In March, my mother-and sister came to visit me in Niimi. They
really liked Niimi. I took them to my favorite restaurant,
Kanayama. I love Kanayama sauce! I even sent a bottle of
Kanayama sauce to my family back home, as a Christmas present.
My grandparents sent me a letter saying how much they loved it! If
you open my refrigerator, there will ‘always be a bottle of
Kanayama sauce in there!

Unfortunately, I will be leaving Japan in August. Im trying to do
as many things as I can before I leave. Before I leave, I want to
travel downto Kyushu. I will miss Kanayama sauce. So I plan to
bring home as many bottles that can fit in my suitcase! More
importantly, I will miss my schools, the people that I've:met in the
‘Niimi community, the other ALTs, and being surrounded in the
beautiful nature of Japan.
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