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Hello everyone! My name is Tara Arajs. I am from
the USA. My hometown is Santa Rosa, CA, in the
county of Sonoma. Here, we have beautiful beaches
and Redwood forests, and this area is famous for its
beautiful vineyard-landscapes and delicious wines! Do
you know Snoopy, Charlie Brown and the Peanuts
gang? They are from Santa Rosa too. Charles M.
Shultz, the artist who created the comic strip
“Peanuts,” lived here until his death. Come and visit
Snoopy at the world-famous Charles M. Shulz Museum.

I am in your town to teach English as an ALT at
Mikyo and Chiya junior high schools. I ride to Chiya
on a bus with cute elementary school children and
nice bus drivers, and the students and staff at my
schools are warm and welcoming. I also participate in
English conversation groups, and I find this a lively
way to meet friends and become involved in the
community.

I am excited about the people and culture of Japan
and Niimi represents the best of living in “the Inaka”.
I feel thankful every day for the kindness of others in
Niimi.

Everyday is a language and cultural exchange, and
I am -looking forward to sharing all of my
unforgettable experiences when I return to California.
If you see me on the street, don’. t be too shy to come

¢+ and say “hi!”
Tara
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