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The time for my stay in your nation is at an end. I thank
you for your hospitality, generosity, kindness, ‘and
allowing me to experience Japanese culture. I here offer
my view on how to explain foreign cultures and how to
explain Japanese Society.

We as assistant language teachers are often asked by
everyone to explain our native cultures. I here offer you
the only truth you ever need to know when you meet
foreigners. When we make mistakes in your culture, feel
free to ask why we made the mistake. The reason the
foreigner gives will be the clue to how foreign cultures
are often different from Japan. Appreciating that cultural
difference will enhance your wisdom.

I will leave Japan with sadness. After all, anyone is sad
to leave anything of value behind. I hope other foreigners
discover what I have found out about Japan. The key to
understanding Japanese society is actually rather simple.
It is however, hard te discover. To look at the buildings,
science, inventions, and all the cultural achievements will
mislead the foreigner into many misconceptions about
Japan. The truth to Japan is in itself, and always will be,
as I call it, Japanese spirit. This simple deep feeling can
only be felt in the heart and never spoken. This
marvelous «spirit is the true motivation beh1nd all of
Japan’s triumphs.

I wish the people of Niimi health and success in any
endeavor you take. Thank you for having me as your
English Assistant Language Teacher. I will never forget
you. -Heath
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