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Hello, Amanda here. Wow, I can’ t believe I’ ve
been in Niimi for almost two years. It seems like just
yesterday I was experiencing my first typhoon and
going to a bon-odori for the first time. Since then I
ve enjoyed all the wonderful events and natural
beauty of Japan’_ s seasons. In California where I’ m
from it’ s pretty much summer all year long. Living
in Japan I' ve come to love the changing seasons;
especially in Niimi with its beautiful mountains and
rivers. Bicycling to school in the mornings, I often
thought how lucky I was to be here (even on snowy
days!).

But though I’ 11 take home many memories of
momiji and sakura, it’ s everyone’ s kindness and
friendliness that I’ 11 remember best. I was constantly
surprised and touched by the thoughtfulness and
patience of my neighbors, supervisors, fellow
teachers, students, and even complete strangers. You
all helped make my time in Japan something I will
never forget and hopefully I’ 11 be able to return that
kindness some day. I want to thank everyone in
Niimi for letting me be a part of your wonderful city.

I’ m especially grateful to the people of Tetta, which.

has really become my second home. I’ 11 miss it more
than I can say.
See you again, Amanda Treleaven
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