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In Japan students are kept busy year-round with their
studies and they also are obligated to play sports in after-
school clubs. There are stereotypes of Asian students,
especially Japanese and Chinese as being uniformly well-
behaved and polite. However I know that there are many
diligent students, as well as those who are unmotivated
and disruptive. In this way, Japanese students are no
different from their American counterparts. Because I
moved around from school to school I have had the
opportunity to interact with many students of different
personalities. I developed bonds with them and many of
them still write letters or emails to me.

I like the fact that in Japan the school and school
grounds are taken care of by the students. Cleaning time
is one aspect that perhaps should be instituted in
American public schools. It reduces school vandalism
which is such a huge problem in large American cities
like New York. I think the students have more respect for
their school if they have to keep it clean. The school is
more of a community here, with everyone helping out
during lunchtime and also cleaning time.

The culture of the Japanese school is a little different
from the American school culture but I have enjoyed
learning from the students and teachers both. 'have a lot
of hope for the students to lead this country to higher
aspirations and become truly global. And I hope that
they have enjoyed learning from me as much as I have
from them. Good luck to you all in your future endeavors.
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