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Well everyone, spring has finally arrived, and you
all know what that means...it’s hanami time!

Back home in America, I didn’t care much for the
spring. To me, spring only meant lots of rain and lots
of sneezing from all the pollen in the air. But since
coming to Japan, I've found a new passion for the
spring time. This is partly because the winters in
Niimi are so terribly long that when the spring
finally hits, it feels like heaven.

The other reason is Japan's hanami tradition. In
Iowa, we don't have any tree as beautiful as the
cherry blossom, and we certainly don’t have any
kind of tradition for viewing the surroundings. This
is something unique to Japan, which I love.

However, there’s one thing I find very funny
about "hanami" in Japan. Even though the whole
idea of hanami is supposed to be "flower viewing,"
most people who go don’t actually go to look at the
flowers. They go to eat, drink, and party.

Hey, sounds like my kind of tradition! See you at

Joyama! © -Justin
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