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From November 9th until November 14th this year, I was lucky
to have my parents visit me in Japan. They have traveled to the
USA and Europe before, but they never had an interest in Asian
countries. When I moved to Japan, they decided to use this
opportunity to visit a world they knew nothing about.

The first day of their visit, I picked my parents up at Osaka
airport, and we took the Shinkansen to" Hiroshima. When we
arrived in Hiroshima a few hours later, my parents already loved
Japan. They were as excited as little children. They were taking
pictures all the time - of combini’ s and vending machines, salary-
men and school students, they took photos of the river, the toilets,
the bottles of tea, trainstops, busstops.. and of course - the trees.

I love autumn in Japan. The colors inspire me. Especially in the
inaka, the mountains look as if they burning,and everywhere the
nature looks like a picture on a postcard. To see a lot of colored
leaves, I took my parents to Miyajima, Arashiyvama and Kiyomizu.
And, of course, Niimi. My parents said that, of all these places, Niimi
was the most beautiful. When tourists come to Japan, they usually
go to Tokyo, Kansai and Hireshima - and then go home. But they
never see the'inaka - the most beautiful part of Japan.

While my parents were here, Japan showed its best side. The
weather was beautiful, the Japanese people were friendly, the food
was delicious - everything was perfect. We even stayed one night
in a capsule hotel in Shinsaibashi - very interesting! My father is
very tall (1.80m), so he could not really fit into the capsule
comfortably, but he enjoyed the experience. h_

On the last day, they did not:want to return to South Africa, but

their jobs and lives were waiting for them. They think that Japan is 2 E AL
such a safe country, and they really liked the public transport. > g L\
Because South Africa is too far away, they cannot come to Japan ﬁ E A (695%)

again, but I am truly glad that they could visit, because Japan is s
becoming my second home. Now, they can understand me better k[S&Fﬁ,E)IIIZ (RAEE)
when I return to SA with stories of this beautiful country - Japan BHEHZY ZvoRE
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