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The first thing I ‘noticed about Niimi was it s
overwhelming natural beauty. The steep mountains
covered in a thick green forest and rolling river makes me
feel hidden away in a pocket of unspoiled land. My
favorite time of day is about 7:30am when the mountains
are covered in a thick mist. I remember one warm
afternoon where the skies were cloudy and a light

relaxing rain fell for hours. I sat by my window and

watched the town as I enjoyed the weather. I remember
this as one of my favorite moments in Niimi.

Sometimes I enjoy sitting on the roof of my apartment
and taking in the sites, sounds, and smells. The faint sound
of the river and distant pop music from a local business
create a surreal ambiance. The burning cedar, light mist,
and cool air mix into a wonderful natural smell. Finally,
the river, trees and mountains create a sight I can’ t get
over.

The wildlife is amazingly different in Niimi. During my
first day at Shingo Chugako I saw a giant green praying
mantis on the window. Everyone in the room thought it
was pretty boring, but I was shocked and amazed. In
California, I would have to go to a zoo to see such an
interesting insect, but Niimi is crawling with a variety of
wildlife.

I’ ve also really begun to enjoy bike riding. One of my
favorite things to do is to ride down to Marudai and
explore the alien food selection. I love sushi and Japan has
great, cheap sushi. I also like bike riding because I can yell
“konichiwal” or “ohayo gazaimasu!” to unsuspecting
locals. It normally puts a smile on their face and that
makes my day.
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訂正があります
12月２日（日）の新見市担当病院は、新見中央病院から太田病院に変更となりました。
太田病院：TEL72-0214
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