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Furusato Matsuri was a wonderful night of culture and
sharing. With glimmering lampposts and yakitori_sizzling
on the grills of many street vendors, the festival had an

enchanting atmosphere. Children and their parents were
united for the weekend celebrations. I entered my yukata.

and again the kindness of Niimi’s citizens showed with

assistance of others to tie my obi. After a short meal the

" board of education was fueled to dance the night away,
only to find a sudden pouring of rain.

Luckily it stopped as fast as it started. Moving speeches
were made that invoked city pride and made smiles
appear. The band began to play the city’s . songs
punctuated by the sound of geta sandals dancing in
rhythm. We cireled the festival time and time again with
more energy each time only to take a break for fireworks.
Explosions lit _the sky with a rainbow of colors and
reflected in the river while their sound reverberated in the
- ears of the crowd.

After the brief interlude music resumed with a new
passion that charged the dancers and the watching crowd.
People of all ages joined in the festival from children as
young as kindergarteners and senior citizens moved their
bodies in time with the band. I feel privileged to be here in
Niimi and incredibly lucky to be part of the eommunity.
No matter where I go or how old I become it was truly an
experience can never be forgotten.
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