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The weather is heating up. Are you staying cool? I really
like tsuyu. It reminds me of my home town, Seattle. Did
you know. that Seattle is famous for rain? Of course, there
are many differences between Niimi and Seattle. I will be
returning home to the USA soon and one of the things L
will miss the most is the great variety of flowers. For
example, now the ajisai (hydrangea) are in full bloom.
Everyday I ride through town on my bicycle and enjoy
their many colors.

When I arrived last August, everything about Japan and
Niimi was new to me. I have met'many wonderful people
and visited some beautiful and historic places around
Niimi. And I have learned many things. For example, I
have learned how to use a kotatsu, how to cook tempura
somen and oden, and how to ride the train anywhere in
Japan. But the most important thing I have learned is how
to feel at home in Japan. I owe that to your Kindness,
patience, and generosity.

Thank you for welcoming me into your city. I know I
have not given you as much as I have received and I will
always be grateful. When I return to the U.S, I will carry
the memories of my four seasons here. And whenever I
think of Niimi and all the wonderful people I have met, I
will smile. < Roslynn
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