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Hello! My name is Thomas Sterling. I came to Niimi
about two months ago. I lived for two years in Shimane
prefecture, so I had seen Niimi many times before, but only
from the view of the Super Yakumo train line. I had
planned to visit Niimi sometime, and now that I live here,
my visit has turned out to be a lot longer that I thought it
would, which is a great thing!

I came to Japan from America. My family lives on the

east coast in Baltimore Maryland, which is very near
America’ s capital city, Washington D.C. However, my
hometown is in Iowa, which is in the countryside in the
middle of America, so I feel very.at home in Niimi. My
hometown of Muscatine, Iowa is on the big, muddy
Mississippi River, but not close to the mountains, so I feel
very lucky to have the chance to live in a place as
beautiful as Niimi. I can’ t wait until autumn, when the
trees are ablaze with color. My camera will be ready! The
relaxed pace. .of life is very familiar to me and the
friendliness that people in Niimi have shown me is another
reason I enjoy living here. Nothing beats the charm of a
small town, in my opinion!

I teach in six different elementary schools and have the
chance to meet a lot of students and teachers, all of whom
are really “genki.” The students are especially excited to
learn English, which makes my job really enjoyable. In
class and out of class, the children are super-excited,
whether they are learning English, playing after school or
teaching me the right way to use a broom during cleaning
time. They keep me in a great mood and I probably learn
as much if not more from them than they learn from me!
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