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Hello!

My name is Kacy Takamoto. I am a fourth generation Japanese-
American, and a first-year ALT working in Niimi, Okayama. I
was born and raised in Los Altos Hills, California; and decided to
come to Japan not only to teach English, but also to learn more
about my Japanese heritage. So far, I have experienced “Mochi
Tsuki”, “Tondo Matsuri” , and a real “Bon Enkai” . All of these
eévents were extremely fun, interesting and delicious! It has
been exciting to have these sorts of cultural experiences while
living in Japan.

I am glad that I was placed in Niimi because I believe that the
“inaka” has much more to teach me than the big city. Niimi is a
beautiful town and I am enjoying living here immensely. I teach
at Niimi High School (Kita and Minami) during the week and
work at a special needs school called “Kenko no meri” every
Thursday. My work as an ALT is teaching me a lot about ESL
education and is giving me a chance to get to know some
REALLY wonderful students, teachers, and administrators.

The thing I enjoy most about Niimi is the people I have met.
Since Niimi is small, it has been easy to make new friends. From
the owner of a small grocery store, to the driver of the bus, to a
waitress at a cafe, the people of Niimi have all been
unbelievably kind and generous to me. Although my Japanese is
still very elementary, everyone has been very patient and
understanding. I hope that during my time in Japan, I will get a
chance to make even more new friends. Please feel free to
approach me anytime! I’ d love to get to know everyone better.
Thank you for your kindness.
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