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Hello again, everyone! I.hope the winter was not too
harsh, and that you did not catch cold. It was much colder
and with a lot more snow, wasn't it? It never snows in my
hometown of Santa Rosa, Cahforma, in the U.S, but I
really enjoyed it! -

I have been enjoying my time here in N11m1 although I .
do get a little homesick and miss living in a big city. But
the “inaka” is certainly beautiful and charming. I beat the .
blues by being involved in the community through
eikaiwa classes and practicing Zen Bhuddism. Do you
know the sound of one hand clapping?

I have made many good friends with whom we have
shared culture and food and nice time. ~And through my
friendships, I have had many “first experiences” too!
Recently I was treated to wear kimono with a traditional

Japanese hairstyle. The memory about it and the people
_who helped me will last a lifetime!l! I also stayed at a
traditional Ryokan, went skiing, and bathed in an outdoor
onsen for the first time.
When I return to the United States, my dream is to
become and elementary school teacher. I am looking
forward to teaching my students about the beauty and PE £ WTFH
cultural richness of Japan and its people! Thank you all
again for your kindness and hospitality... Please have a IJ-I E ié/u (495%)
wonderful summer! i (I8t /=)
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