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A quick question: which challenge is greater? \
1) Climbing Mt. Fuji? 2) Publishing a novel? 3) Brmglng your
parents to Japan? .

Whatever you prefer, were it not for the msplratlon that I have
gained from my time in Niimi, I might not have attempted any of the
above. That’s the way of the ‘world today, . though: seek new
adventures, let your voice be heard, and share what you find!

As I commence my third year working in Niimi, I won't waste time -

reporting on culture shock from the regrettably limited perspective

~of an outsider (as I endeavor to do better), but this past year has '

touched us all. In these times of rampant change, those of us lucky
enough to be working alongside the people of Japan during this year

- of recovery and triumph have gained much from the effort, and as -

our own cultures and histories seem to fade farther away behind us,
Japan’s example continues to impress upon us the power of change,
and the need to respect our identities as individuals and as citizens of
the world. 4

In the wake of a long, cold winter, I have grown more deeply.

involved in every aspect of the tasks at hand, including my work in
education, my involvement with foreign affairs, and my ambitions in
arts and letters. Challenges come consistently as blessings in disguise,
and the experience of supporting another class of graduating
students has taught me much. This year at school, we sang with the
Beatles, built a Battle-Robot army, and performed Romeo and Juliet . .
all in English! Even now, the spirit of the students remains the

highlight of my days, and I look forward to g1v1ng whatever I can to

help the schools to help them along.
See you at the first Hanami! - 2
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