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Greetings from the south side of Niimi!' T hope everyone is
enjoying the extra-warm summer weather!

After only one year, Niimi already feels like home, and I'm
excited,to stay for another year (at least). Here in the north,
the scenery remains amazing; my commute over the hill
and into the beautiful valley of Shoeden is a perfect way to

begin the day, and my rides across town to Fresta or Genki -

Hiroba are always exhilarating and interesting as I practice
‘Imy 'Japanese along the way. It's always fun to find my

students shopping at Sunpark or fishing along the river, .

and then trick them into practicing their English (it’s never

a bad time to study!), while my rides up to Chiya dam are a"

greaf way to end the week on a Sunday afternoon.

The people of Niimi remain welcoming and friendly as well,

and I now have friends around the mountain in*Hongo, I
attend an outstanding karate class in Takahashi, and I'll
even spend the occasional Saturday morning studying or
just reading atop the peaceful park at Joyama. As another
unique feature of my life in Niimi, though, my work with
the students has proved a refreshing and inspiring
experience, and through striving alongside the incredible
teachers at my school, I've gained a powerful new
appreciation for.the ethics, discipline, and cultural splendor
of Japan.

Now entering my second vear, I can’t wait to explore-and
adventure farther into.the amazing cities, history, and
. countryside of this incredible place. See you around town!
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