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Ey up Niimi! That's how we say hello where I'm from,
~ Yorkshire in England. I’ m looking forward to my second winter
in Niimi, it snowed for the first time today in Chiya where I
teach one day a'week and I’ ve been using my beloved Kotatsu

every day for over a month now.

I will miss eating turkey, mince pies and Chrlstmas pudding at
Christmas with my family, but last year I thought winter in
Niimi was great. I' tried snowboarding for the first time and
“ended up going to many places including leeko, Mizuho,
Hanamiyama and N11m1 s own Ibuki no'Sato. I can’ t wait to hit
~ the slopes again. .
I recently became a green belt in karate and enjoyed carrying a
Mikoshi at 1:7F i % DV. This was especially good as many of the -
kids I teach at Shisei are also in the festival. Taking part in
festivals is one of my favourite things about living in Japan. On
that note, I’ d like to tell you about an English festival you may

not know about.

On the 5th of November, we celebrate Bonfire Night. It dates
back to the gunpowder plot of 1605 when Guy Fawkes tried to
blow up the Houses of Parliament. Traditionally you make a doll
(or ‘Guy’) out of old clothes and throw it on a big bonfire. Now
it’s more about gathering with friends around a fire, enjoying
fireworks and eating things like toffee apples, bonflre toffee and

Yorkshire parkin (from my homeland).

Stay warm and safe in the winter months, see you around town-
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