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In a few months I will have lived in Japan for two years. Two years
ago at this time I was about to find out where I would be living in
Japan. I was so excited. I kept imagining living in a big ‘city in an
apartment with a view of Mt. Fuji. I really wanted to live by the
ocean too. It’s not hard to live by the ocean I thought; Japan is an
island! Every day I checked the mail until one day I saw a big
package from the JET programme. I ran inside and tore into it. My
heart was racing. This was it. Where was I going!?

"Andrew. Congratulations! You've been placed in Niimi, Okayama."
"WOW!" 1 said. "...what’s a Niimi?" I went on Google Maps and '
searched for Okayama. I won't lie. I was very disappointed. Where
was the big city?

Where was the ocean? Where was Mt. Fuji!? The first few days after I -
found out I was coming to Niimi I thought I should either reject

my employment offer or come to Japan and' try and switch
placements after a year. Obviously considering.I came to Niimi and
am still here two years later my feelings have sinee changed. The
people of this town accepted me and taught me an important life
lesson: to always keep an open mind. On my application to come to
Japan there was a spot to write in the three places you want to be
placed. If I had to write that application again I would put down Niimi
all three times. My life here hasn’t always been easy; however, good
or bad I wouldn’t change a thing.

Thank you for making me feel welcome. Thank you for showing me
what a great place the Japanese countryside can be. Thank you for
trusting me with your children’s education (you brave people..). Most
importantly. Thank you for giving me a second home. Z [EPLoXx 05
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