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Hello Niimi,

It’s Peter from England. Some of you may or may not knew that T am
actually on my second period of teaching in Niimi. For family reasons I
actually.left Japan last November to run my families” restaurant in
Spain. Fortunately I have been lucky enough to come back to Niimi for
a second time. Its all been a serious case of dejavu as I was lucky
enough to be placed at"all of my former schools so it was something
that T was very happy about. Therefore I would like to take the chance
to thank the community for welcoming me back with open arms and
for being so kind once again. Niimi really is a one off place.

So the holiday season is coming and I thought I would share with you a
different Christmas tradition that I experienced in Spain last year. In
Spain it is not Santa Claus that the children all get excited about. It is
in fact The Three Wise Men. There is a big festival on the 5th of
January to celebrate this religious holiday. The Three Wise Men will

parade through the town on their camels throwing sweets and -

chocolates to all the children. Then on the eve of the 5th the children
are required to leave their shoes somewhere' visible in the house. A
common place is on the front door step. When they awake on the 6th
gifts will be left for the children next to their shoes.

This is just one of the many cultural traditions that they have in Spain,
over what is a very fun and festive period. I encourage you to find out
some of the others that take place, or of course you can always ask me
and I would be happy to share with you more of-my experiences.

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year Wlth your
_ family and friends.
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