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Two and a half years. Well, two years, six months, .

twenty-four days, 10 hours and 22 minutes to be
exact. That’s how long I have lived in Niimi (at the
time of writing this). During that time I have come
to realize many things about myself. For example,
during my first year in Niimi I would primarily see
thedifferences between my home country (Canada)
and «Japan. Such cultural, culinary and historical
differences were very interesting to me then, and
remain so today. Japanls deep, rich culture and
history cannot be absorbed in haste.

Nevertheless, these *days I frequently .see ‘the
similarities between the people of Canada “and
Japan. My creative and cheerful students at Ichu
and Kumachu are just like Canadian students their
age —bright and full of life. The coworkers that I
look forward to working with every day are very
hardworking, but at the same time, enjoy laughing
and smiling with their, families, students and each
other. The longer I stay away from home, the more I

~ can see. We all have otr own customs, rituals and .

traditions that are important to us, butin essence,
we are all the same. '
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