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In Niimi, New Year’s is a time for family. I
learnt that preparation for the New Year
begins in the middle of December, with

. people preparing New Year’'s postcards

known as nengajo, to send to family, friends
and business partners. The cards normally
has pictures of the animal 8 (from the
Chinese zodiac) representing the coming
. year, 2010 being the Year of the Tiger.

I'realize that as the New. Year comes closer,
people begin cleaning their homes and work
places in preparation for the New Year.
While cleaning, the windows and doors are

normally opened wide, even though outside _

it’s freezing cold.

I also noticed in Niimi that food during the
New Year's tend to be very special. The

food normally include black beans, fish egg.

attached to sea weed and a soup known as
Ozoni. It is quite interesting to observe New
Year's in Niimi. ¥
Peace and prosperity for 2010.

Dave Collymore
Niimi City ALT
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