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AcCross Borders ERETAT

Hello to the residents of Niimi City. One time a Japanese frrend asked me, “For a
foreigner, what is Japan?™. How about what a foreigner thinks about Japan? How
about seeing Japan through my eyes?

ol Well, | was taught by a scholar that go to any city and you will find in the center
what matters most to a people. Japan, to some scholars in the west, is totally
western and some even call it a donut. Something that on the outside that has
nothing on the inside. This view is wrong, insulting, and stupid.

So | told my friend, “Japan is as advanced and globalized as any nation in the
west. However, in the center of Japanese civilization you find the unique and pure
Japan. The one thing that no other nation will ever change or touch. Your history
and your people.™

My friend patted me on the back. However, | feel that most foreigners really do
not understand what Japan is. Most people in the world see Japanese robots, «
buildings, and the large cities. Most people never see the Japanese spirit. As a
foreigner, | hope | got to at least get a peek at it. -Heath
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