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Across Borders aszcic
L & R ." '

Howdy, Y

| was born in Fiji and moved to Australia when | was 10. We were in Niimi last
year and it is so great to come back again, as we enjoy Niimi and the people very
much.
The reason why we love Japan, in general, is that it is one of the few countries
today that has not been 'westernised' to its core. Japanese traditions, values,
rituals and festivals are still prevalent in everday life and my husband and | love
being a part of this. Especially in Niimi, the traditional Japanese politeness,
hospitality, kindness and generosity is second to none.

In Australia the natives of the country were almost all killed and so there isn't a
distinctive 'Australian culture. Australia doesn't have one unified identity, whereas
. generally, Japan does.

. In Fiji, the majority of people are either Fijian or Indian, so there is a lot of cultural

iversity, but the society has been eroded by 'western culture and values. So, the

aditional Fijian or Indian culture, rituals and festivals is not prevalent.

| also love the political conversations that | have with some of my teachers. In
| Australia, talking about politics can often turn into a fight!

““'Have a great year. Ganbaru! Regards Zelinda
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