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One of the things that | love most about our planet is the thousands of
different cultures. | love Japan's culture, it is so different from Canada's. In
Canada, we shake hands, in Japan, you bow. In Canada, people often wear shoes
inside, in Japan, this is mostly forbidden. But my favorite part of Japanese
culture is the celebration of "Matsuri's".

In most of the "Western World", we celebrate "commercial holidays". These
began as spiritual holidays, but now most involve exchanging presents, like
Christmas and Valentine's. Children love holidays, because even for the "holiest"
of Catholic holidays, Easter, most children get candy. It's really a time when toy
companies can make a lot of money.

In Japan, there are very few holidays that people recieve gifts. Holidays are
mostly about history, respecting ancestors and passing beliefs on to children. Of
course, children get money at New Year's, but this also is a family tradition, not
one created by toy companies. | hope that Japanese culture will be something
that people can experience for many years to come. Paul Simard
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