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Across Borders sszcic

| only arrived in Niimi but already | feel like a gf:rzdof the family. |
have been overwhelmed by the feeling of community spirit that
only ‘inaka Japan has to offer. Everybody knows each other and
+ stops to say hello” in the street. This is very rare where | come
from. The local festival is another phenomenon not seen in New
Zealand. Only days after arriving, | was invited to join in. | danced in
the street for three hours and met many friendly happy people. |
think it is amazing that local traditions are still carried out today
and are still relevant in today’s society. It is one of the things that
makes Japan a special place. | look forward to further contributing
to the local community in the future. Victoria Fairchild
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