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Across Borders (EIRETAT

Maybe it is just me, but | am always surprlsegrhen | am in the
"Inaka" of Japan, and hear how over the years the population has gone
down. Japan's mountains, rivers, wildlife and natural beauty are
astounding. The way of life is peaceful and enjoyable. | wish | could
have come to Japan 100 years ago, before it became "westernized'.

Of course, in places like Niimi, it can be hard to find "something '. -4
exciting” to do. Bigger cities have giant shopping malls, movie = =
theaters, and entertainment centers to distract us for hours. But they
also have car accidents, constant noise, and often crime. Most
importantly, those "exciting distractions" mean people spend less
time with family and friends. Niimi is not perfect, but the people make -
it easy to want to stay, and that "big city" is close enough to visit if
you have to! ' , -Paul Simard dic
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