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Coming from one of the largest cities in the US-New York City, | find
Osa to be very quiet and isolated. Yet | appreciate the beauty of this
area because in NYC we only have skyscrapers decorating the
landscape. For people in Japan | know it must be challenging to

' consider me an American because in everyone's mind the image of an

American is a Caucasian. No one would consider a Muslim to be an
American. My veil will always bring stares and my hair will continue to
be a topic of discussion but after 10 months living here I've grown
accustomed to these things. If | can show others that American
people are made up of diverse backgrounds and cultures, then I've
done my job of internationalizing in Japan. | hope that in the future
ALTs of different ethnicities will participate in the JET Programme. It
is a great introduction to world cultures, especially for students, who
will be the future leaders of this country. -Tamanna L. Hye
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