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As an Junior High ALT in Japan | found myself saying “bye-
bye” to third-year students in March and greeting a new group of
first-year students in April. This is quite different from a majority
of American school years. Japan’ s school year begins in April
and ends in March. The short break between years is called
“spring vacation.” Most American schools begin in August and
end in June. The break here is called, “summer vacation.” The
biggest difference | have noticed, though, is what students do
during their vacations. Many of my Japanese students told me
they enjoyed the break and studied a lot. This surprised me
because it would be very rare to find an American student
~ studying during summer vacation.
~_. swimming and playing. Both our countries have different
-~ \vays of relaxing. Good luck to all the students in this

new school year! Ganbaru! Abby K. Lance
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